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in the exercise of a traditional privilege, acknowledge
it to be both their interest and their duty to attend
to its affairs, to represent it, to defend it. But in
the ideal order, birth is nothing: the measure of
each man's value is furnished by the truth which he
discovers and the good which he realizes. Institu-
tions which have a religious, literary, moral object,
are ruined when considerations of family, caste, here-
dity, come to prevail in them. The nephews and
the cousins of Jesus would have caused the destruc-
tion of Christianity, if the Pauline churches had not
already been strong enough to act as a counterpoise
to this aristocracy, the tendency of which, would
have been to confine respectability to itself, and to
have treated all converts as intruders. Claims such
as those which the descendants of Ali put forward
in Islam would have been made. Islam would cer-
tainly have perished in the troubles caused by the
family of the Prophet, if the result of the struggles
of the first century of the Hcgira had not been to
push back into the second rank all who had held a
place too near the person of the founder. The true
heirs of a great man are not his kinsmen in blood^